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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!

First and foremost, on behalf of the CIS Executive Committee, its Chairman Mr. Sergey Lebedev let me greet you, all the participants of the conference.

I would like as well to express my sincere appreciation to the organizers for the possibility to participate in this forum that is devoted to the issues that actuality can hardly be overestimated.

The experience of BRIC countries occupying leading positions in the different spheres of the world economy including in the development of competition environment is really useful for the countries – members of the Commonwealth of Independent States as well.

I do hope it will be interesting for you to get familiar with the peculiarities of the current stage of the CIS economic development in general, of the role of its antimonopoly authorities.

At the end of this year our regional union, which was established in the one of the most difficult periods of our history, will celebrate 18th anniversary. 
During this period the countries, which came out from the state united in the past, passed the difficult way of self-determination, searching own models of development, own unique position in the global world. 
Mainly due to the Commonwealth it became possible to save and develop on the new market basis the trade and economic relations, interaction in different spheres, create legislative base and infrastructure of sectors’ cooperation.
Under the ambiguity of the situation, existing differences in the approaches of some countries towards the role and the place of the Commonwealth, and at present we have a precedent of leaving the Commonwealth by one of its participants, we are the witnesses and participants of the activization of the processes of the integration convergence. 

By the opinion of the leaders of our countries this happens “not only due to necessity of the development of historic relations but, also, due to fact that the future of our countries depends on closer interaction”. 
The recent decade was characterized by the development of national economies, perfection of mutually beneficial cooperation and establishment of long-term economic links. The volume of trade within the borders of the CIS testifies it. During the period 2000 – 2008 it increased practically in 5 times 
The UN experts in the Report “World’ economic situation and perspectives, 2007” made a forecast that the CIS will become a fastest developing area in the world.
Practically everywhere within the CIS’ economies during the first half of 2008 the growth rates of basic macroeconomic indexes were evident. 

By the end of the year the economy of the CIS felt the influence of the world economic crisis. It was too evident in the countries with the relevantly high level of integration into the world economy, such as Russia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan.
Slowdown of the economic growth rate in our countries is a result of problems in financial sphere, fall of the world prices for oil, metals, grain as well as reduction of the external demand for a number of commodities being exported by the CIS countries.
In the first half of 2009 the production of gross national product in compare with the relevant period of the previous year decreased on 9% (CIS average), production of industrial commodities – 15%, cargo transportation – 20% but the consumer prices increased on 13%.
Sharp decrease of cost values of external trade (both export and import) happens practically in all countries. At that the decrease affected both the trade within the CIS and the trade with other countries of the world. 
According to the forecast of management bodies of the CIS countries the negative tendencies in the economies will increase. Depending on the world economic situation different scenario of their development are possible. The permanent Consulting Meeting of the Ministers of finances, established by the Heads of the CIS member-states, analyses the situation and introduces the corresponding proposals. 
No doubt, a lot will be determined by the measures, being undertaken by governments in the spheres of tax, fiscal and monetary policies, aimed at supporting the economy.
The consolidation of the efforts of the member-states is also very important. 
The crisis is a stimulus for elaboration of the more effective consolidated measures and bold integration decisions.

At the end of the previous year the Strategy of CIS economic development for the period till 2020 was adopted. The realization of the given Strategy will enable creating real conditions for sustainable development of the economies of the CIS member-states, their due entry into the world economy.
Special focus was paid to innovations, development of the modern types of production and services which should secure the competition advantages for our countries.
Even just now in accordance with the Strategy the cooperation in the most important part of the economy – transport is more active. In particular, the fast forming of the net of transit lines in the CIS territory is secured. The net includes transport lines of continental importance and Europe - Asian transport corridors.
The concept of cooperation in the energy sphere is being specified.
The representatives of the countries unite the efforts on creation of the investment and innovative model of economic development within the frameworks of CIS Interstate program of cooperation in the field of innovation. 
The crises displayed the problem of the absence of the effective market instruments and institutes of regulation, highlighted the issues of their rapid forming for securing the competitiveness of the economy.

Today we are much worried about the state of the world after the crisis, the place of the CIS member-states and their integration structures in that world. The special Round table of the Saint-Petersburg economic forum, that took place at the beginning of summer this year, was devoted to the finding answers to these questions.
The participants of the Round table believe that under the conditions of the world economic relations change, evidently it will happen, our Commonwealth will probably have a chance to strengthen its positions in the global competition.
To achieve this goal, it is necessary to eliminate serious defects, revealed by the crisis, that the existing model of the development of our countries has. First of all, it deals with the chosen export oriented way of development and depreciation of the internal market problems.
The important competition advantage for CIS countries is their common market capacity. In 2008 the common volume of imports constituted to 460 bln dollars. Basically, it is industry production and food from the countries that are not the members of the CIS. That means that we support “their” economies. Our export was more than 700 bln. dollars and it is mainly raw materials.
Under given conditions the greater orientation on the internal demand is very actual. Broad opportunities for solving this problem might be secured by the united market of the CIS.

At present, the common energy market is under construction, the possibility of the establishing of common markets of agriculture production, agriculture machines and labor is discussed.
In the documents, adopted recently, first of all in the Strategy of CIS economic development, the interaction between states on the increase of competitiveness, provision of the conditions for the development of market competition in the CIS area are acknowledged as major goals. 
It is supposed that the advantages the CIS countries have will be used in a more effective way. They are developed scientific potential, rich mineral resources, relevantly cheap labor possessing rather high qualification. 

At the moment, we should admit that in the majority of our countries these advantages are used poorly, competitive advantages exist partially in the national economic space.
When the role of competition policy on the regulation of the economy should be considered as one of the effective instruments of overcoming the results of world economic crisis, in some of the CIS countries the monopolization and restriction of competition still exist. This decreases the effectiveness of the commodity markets functioning in general, makes the work of the economy more problematic. 
Some measures undertaken under conditions of the crisis negatively influence competition. These measures include permission of the concentration, rendering support to export cartels, strengthening the state support of enterprises and intervention into the sphere of prices formation, restriction of import and export. 
No doubts, under these conditions the role of the antimonopoly authorities should increase. This happens in the majority of countries.
It is important, that the given authorities have been already established in the CIS member-states, their financial and legal base is being strengthened.
I can say that the authorities conjointly with other state bodies and using the international experience even at present do a lot for the development of market relations and forming modern economy in their states.
The practical goals are being achieved. They secure equal opportunities for economic activity in the commodity markets and assistance to elaboration of measures aimed at supporting national producers and small and medium enterprises.

The existing system of competition protection was created at the beginning of 90ths when the first national antimonopoly laws were adopted. At the same time the Interstate Agreement on conducting joint antimonopoly policy was signed. The Agreement provided for enriching normative and legal basis of forming competition environment at the modern stage. It positively influenced the development of integration of the CIS antimonopoly authorities.   
In order to achieve goals fixed in the Agreement, the Interstate Council on antimonopoly policy (ICAP) was established. We should do justice to this Council that is headed by Mr. Igor Artemiev, the Head of the FAS Russia. Today it is a coordinating and methodological center of antimonopoly policy – one of the leading bodies of the CIS sectoral cooperation. When many of the world competition during the number of years take attempts to establish contacts, look for the forms of multilateral cooperation, the CIS member-states already the second decade realize system cooperation in this sphere due to ICAP’ activity.
The efforts of the Council are aimed at revealing and suppression of anticompetitive concerted practices of economic entities, prevention of abuses of dominant position. Mainly, in the markets of basic food products and medicines, transport services, fuel and energy and public utilities.
In particular, I would like to give an example of joint investigation in the international market of air transportation, conducted by the antimonopoly authorities of the CIS member-states. The deep analysis was made, the reasons for price increase were revealed. Mostly, they connected with the law level of competition and existence of the administrative barriers.
It is very important that the Council of the Heads of the Governments of the CIS member-states, having considered the materials of the given investigation, gave orders to relevant sectoral authorities of the CIS in the part of the development of competition in air transportation and adjacent markets.
We regularly prepare surveys of different sectors of the economy of the CIS member-states. Recently, the materials on the state and tendencies of competition policy appeared in the list of mentioned surveys. The last but not least analysis devoted to the Russian Federation’ experience has become, I would say, the methodological textbook for the representatives of the relevant authorities of other states.
The most modern laws and mechanisms of their realization are not able to secure rather developed market if the ideas and values of market economy are not supported by the society.

So, it is absolutely necessary to raise public awareness with regards to the realization of competition policy otth CIS countries, public and society in general. We do understand that it is impossible to solve difficult problems of competition environment forming without it.
CIS Executive Committee, sectoral Council on the permanent basis exchange information, use the experience of the international bodies of economic cooperation, mainly UN Economic Commission, UNCTAD, ESCATO in the context of the modern economic tendencies including competition development.
The integration of the CIS member-states into the world economy needs improvement of the antimonopoly regulation in accordance with the international principles and norms, more active application of the experience of the countries that have excellent traditions in this sphere.

I am sure that the BRIC countries’ experience, their achievements, familiarization with the problems of creation and implementation of the competition legislation will be very useful.

I wish our conference very good results. Again, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to the organizers of the conference for the creation of the ideal conditions for its work on the hospitable land of Tatarstan.

Thank you for the attention.
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